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N. B. The reader will pleaſe to inſert the following 
remark, under the ſecond reference in the firſt page, 
upon the words eccleſiaſtical teſt, 


I am aware that the author of the Confeſſional, 
in the paſſage from his Advertiſement quoted under 
this reference, does not uſe the identical word zeft ; 
and that he only mentions (in expreſs terms) an 
eccleſiaſtical conſtitution, But ſtill, if we attend 
his account of this eccleſiaſtical conſtitution through 
a few of the enſuing lines, we ſhall -perceive, that 
it inſtantly ſpawns a confeſſion (ſuppoſing the 
phraſe allowable) and gives birth to a downright, 
unequivocal teſt. For no perſon, we may obſerve, 
is to be comprehended in this new eccleſiaſtical 


conſtitution, except thoſe who hold certain Prote- 


ſtant tenets. But how (I ſhould be glad to know) 


can it be diſcovered that a man entertains any par- 
ticular ſet of notions, unleſs he, by ſome means 
or other, expreſs his aſſent to them? And what 
can ſuch acknowledgement or declaration of aſ- 
ſent be with propriety ſtyled, but ſubmiſſion 
to 4 teſt; or, in other words, a ſubſcription ta 
articles of faith, 
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A FEW 
$TRICTURES 

0 1 
CONFESSIONAL, 


PH E author of the Confeſſional, 
though he declaims loudly and 
peremptotily, in ſome parts of his 
work *, againſt every poſſible ſpecies of 
ſubſcription, condeſcends in the adver- 
tiſement to his third edition Þ to ſketch 
the outlines of ſuch an eccleſiaſtical teſt, 
as he would be pleaſed' to acquieſce in : 
or (to uſe his own more fighificant lan- 


* See extracts from the Confeſſional at the end 
df this tract, No. I. No, II. No, III. 
+ Advertiſement to the Confeſſional, p. xix. 
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guage) to which the author of the Con- 
Jeſional will never be an enemy . 

Now to ſet up a confeſſion in one 
paſſage, and in others, at no great diſ- 
tance, to ſcout all confeſſions whatever 
(that juſt ſet up conſequently amongſt 
the reſt), wears, to my conception, the 
appearance of an inconſiſtency. 

It ſeems almoſt, as if the author of 
the Confeſſional had, from a genuine 
principle of religious Quixotiſm, con- 
| jured up a ſhort-lived temporary Creed; 
purely that he might enjoy the pleaſure 
of demoliſhing it, at the very inſtant 
of its appearance : and- that he had in- 
troduced it on the ſtage (as Virgil does 
ſome of his heroes) only to be knocked 
on the head. 

As a motive, however, of this ſort can 
only be the ſubject of conjecture, and is 
incapabſe of being aſcertained by poſi- 
tive proof, I ſhall decline inſiſting upon 
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t Advertiſement to the Confeſſional, p. xix. 
the laſt line. | ; 
it, 
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it, and ſhall for the future take it for 
granted, that the author of the Cons 
feſſional really meant, in good earneſt, 
to patronize and recommend his little 
formulary (any thing promulged in the 
other parts of his works to the contrary 
notwithſtanding) ; and that it is the ob- 
ject of his moſt hearty and ſerious ap- 
probation. I will in ſhort ſuppoſe, that, 
when he firſt conceived the idea of his 
confeſſion- making project, he only la- 
boured under the infirmity (incident to 
mortals in general, and to warm con- 
troverſial writers in particular) of for- 
getting himſelf; and of not having all 
his own principles preſent to his recol- 
lection. I will proceed therefore to ex- 
amine the nature and properties of his 
ſyſtem on this ſuppoſition, 

But firſt I will take the liberty of ac- 
quainting my readers with ſome re- 
flexions, which aroſe in my mind on re- 
ceiving the firſt intimation of this new- 
conſtructed Creed. Good Heayens ! (I ex- 
x B 2 . claimed 


41 
claimed within myſelf), a confeſſion is 
announced by the author of the Confeſ- 
fional ! What à compendium of pure, 
chaſtiſed divinity am I about to contem- 
plate! For ſurely the great reformer, 
the mighty caviller, who overſets creeds, 
who blows up ſyſtems, who kicks down 
eſtabliſhments, will produce (now he 
himſelf ſets about it) ſome uncommon 
inſtance of theological perfection. His 
confeſſion will be of the moſt ſuper- 
fine, exquiſite, incomparable texture; 
all harmony, elegance, and preciſion; 
it will have, i in ſhort, a number of name- 


leſs graces about it, which no confeſſion 
ever poſſeſſed before | 


Tneſe were the ſentiments, which I 
entertained relative to the author of the 
Confeſſional's ſcheme, previous to my 
actual peruſal of it. What ſort of ideas 


200k place in my mind afterwards —I 


will not inform my readers, till I have 


preſented the plan itſelf to their obſery- 


AN 1 and ſuffered it to appear per- 
ſonally, 
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ſonally, as it were, in its own 'bebalf. 
The whole of it, together with ſome 
preliminary flouriſhes of good ſenſe and 
ſound reaſoning, is exhibited verbatim 
in the following extract F, ; 

The other thing offered by way of 
** ſilencing theſe teazers of eſtabliſhments 
* is, that their demands are vague and 
** not explicit. Tell us only what you 
* would have, and you ſhall either be 
b pratified, or we will give you unan- 
„ ſwerable reaſons why not. This, it 
« ſeems, is the fort of our preſent anti- 
« reformers; and he mult be a little 
* hardy, who would attempt to ſtorm 
it. The author of the Confeſſional is 
* no ſuch adventurer, though he has been 
* called too peremptory for an inquirer. 
« To conciliate tae. mind of the worthy 
«« perſon who taught him fo, he begs 
leave to expreſs his demands in that 


* Advertiſement to the 3d edit, of the Con- 
feſſional, p. xviii. xix, 


* gen- 


= 

* oentleman's own words; viz. © an 
* eccleſiaſtical conſtitution calculated to 
* comprehend all that hold the fixed and 
fundamental principles and points of 
faith, in which all ſerious and ſincere 
* Proteſtants. of every denomination are 
& unanimouſly agreed, and to exclude 
« thoſe only, that hold the peculiar 
* tenets, that eſſentially diſtinguiſh all 
*« true Proteſtantiſm from Popery.” To 
s the eſtabliſhment of this eccleſiaſtical 
« conſtitution the author of the Con- 
16 feſſional will never be an enemy.” 

To begin at the beginning of this inge- 
nious rhapſody, the caſt of expreſſion in 
the phraſe by way of filencing,” 
dentiy inſinuates, that the calm and mild 


evi- 


interrogatory of our church What do 


« you want?” is not a ſatisfactory one: 
nor at all adequate to the wiſhes of our 
reformer At the ſame time he unkindly 
informs us, that wha? theſe wiſhes are 
we are never to know from him; for that 
he is pot hardy enough to expreſs them— 

A few 
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A few lines after, however, he alters his 
mind (the gentleman is mighty conſiſt- 
ent upon all occaſions), and obliges us 
with a ſhort recipe for mixing up a 
wholeſome, unexceptionable, well-fla- 
voured confeſſion. Now, if we group 
theſe three circumſtances together, and 
take in a couple of other particulars 
(which may ſerve to throw a light upon 
the gentleman's character and principles), 
namely, that the author of the Confeſ- 
ſional actually enjoys (according to com- 
mon report) a competent ſhare of pre- 
ferment, on the conditions preſcribed by 
that very eſtabliſhment with which he 
is fo much out of humour: and allo, 
that prior to the publication of this 
modeſt diffident advertiſement (wherein 
he complains ſo much about his meek- 
neſs and want of hardineſs), he had ac- 
tually ſent into the world two editions. 
of his Confeſſional, replete with numer- 


ous expreſſions of ſcorn and contempt 
againſt 


3 | 

againſt the Eng/th clergy *, and againſt 
every religious eſtabliſhment (riot our 
own happy one alone) now exiſting + : 
if we cluſter, I ſay, all theſe particulars 
into one amiable, well-contrafted pic- 
ture, we ſhall perhaps think the authot 
of the Confeſſional's caſe capable of be- 
ing illuſtrated by a ſhort allegory. 

Let us figure then to out imagination 
a gueſt at ſome gentleman's table, ſtart- 
ing up unexpectedly (after he had filled 
his belly, and devoured every thing with= 
min reach} in a moſt terrible paſſion, and 
breaking forth into the following polite 
language: « Was thete ever ſuch a vile 
« ſcandalous repaſt ſerved up to an inde- 
pendant I gentleman; who poſſeſſes 
« an unalienable right of catering for 
c himſelf? Let ine tell you, Mr. Hoſt, 
your ptoviſions are all moſt infamouſly 


* Sce Extradts, No, VI. VII. and VIII. 
+ See Extract, No. IV, 
$ See Extract, No. I, Paragraph 1. 


« hard 
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* hard of digeſtion * : your ſauce is ex- 
„ ecrable, nay, I will venture to fay, 
« Ja—n—ble. You are a fool, and 
« your company a ſet of prevaricators, 
e temporizers, and ſluggards F.” Now, 
from a principle of good-nature, (we 
may conclude the hoſt to be poſſeſſed of 
that quality from the fingle circum= 
ſtance of his enduring ſuch a coarſe a- 
brupt piece of ſcurrility to the end, 
without interpoſing kick, cuff, or any al- 
luſion to the door) and alſo from a notion 
that his gueſt's wits were got a little a- 
wry; from the operation, I ſay, of theſe 
two conſiderations we may ſuppoſe, that 
the hoſt would reply in terms of this ſort: 
*« I am extremely ſorry, that any thing, 
e which does not perfectly ſuit the appe- 
te tites of my gueſts, is to be met with at 
t my table. I muſt, however, inform 
« you, that every fingle diſh, which 


See Extract, No. IV. 
+ See Extract, No. VI. VII. and VIII. 
125 E „ makes 
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* makes its appearance. here, has been 
prepared, as far as I am able to judge, 
* by the directions of a venerable family- 
* book, whole authority you yourſelf 
* profeſs to. revere, and whoſe: name 
* hangs conſtantly on the tip of your 
e tongue. I cannot too help obſerving, 
* that you diſpatched your victuals with 
e oreat heartineſs; and made away with 
« a very ample quantity of them: you 
certainly, therefore, do not look upon 
** them as poiſonous, or in any great de- 
« oree. prejudicial ta health, However, 


te if any particular food or mode of 


* cookery has hit your fancy, I beg you 
« will do me the favour to name it.” Un- 
mannerly gueſt : } © 1 preſcribe ſyſtems for 
e dreſſing meat! I recommended culinary 
* innovations! my dear fir, you miſtake 
* me; I am no ſuch adventurer, I am 
« not hardy enough*.” {Good natured hoſt : } 
« Your talking about want of bardineſs 


* See that part of the advertiſement. to the. 
Confeſſional, quoted in this tract. 


« (after 
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« {after indulging your tongue in the moſt 
* licentious freedoms) fills my mind 
« with aſtoniſhment. Beſides, in my 
&* opinion, the very ſtep (which you re- 
*« preſent as too formidable for a man of 
« your timid baſhjful turn) is the only 
** one which can at all ſoften or exte- 
„ nuate your former acts of effrontery. 
Since the utility of any valuable im- 
** provement, which you might ſtrike 
* out, might be ſuppoſed in ſome mea- 
« ſure to compenſate for your violations of 
« decorum in communicating it—might 
« ſtamp thoſe violations of decorum with 
* anew appearance, and cauſe them to be 
* conſidered as the ſallies of blunt, down- 
e right friendſhip. You might, in ſhort, in 
* conſequence of ſuggeſting ſome ſervice- 
sable innovation, chance to paſs for an 
« honeſt, well-meaning (though rather 
« {>eeſpoken.) man. I muſt repeat to you 
again, that your affectation of ſhyneſs 
*« and reſerve excites in me an uncom- 
1% mon degree of ſurprize,” And how 

C 2 would 


0 1 
would this amazement of our worthy 
hoſt, and of every ſtander-by, be re- 
doubled, if they ſhould perceive the afore- 
ſaid chicken-hearted *ſquire (after all his 
innuendoes about not having courage to 
thruſt his head inta a ſtrange kitchen, or 
poke his finger in another man's pye) 


 . pulling on a ſudden /w:ithout ſaying, on 


ſecond thoughts, or better recollection) a 
ſcrap of paper from his fob, and telling 
the hoſt with an air of authority, Here, 


 *« Honeſty, take this bill of fare: here 


* is a liſt of ſome plain diſhes, which I 
* ſhall neyer be averſe from; and which I 
*cculd ſafely venture to ſmouze plentifully 
* upon.” Now the hoſt might perhaps juſt 
reflect within himſelf, en paſſant, that 


his gueſt's laſt piece of information, about 


his being able to digeſt the new-fangled 
diſhes, might eaſily have been ſpared: 
ſince the common principle of reaſoning 
a fortiori will inform every one, that a 
man, who can eat, like a horſe, of things 
which he imagines diſagree with his ap- 

petite, 
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: petite, will certainly not flinch or be 
1 ſqueamiſh, when a favourite hodgepodge 
7 of his own is ſet before him. But it is 
high time to drop the curtain before our 
worthy hoſt and his uncourtly gueſt; the 
latter of whom does not ſeem to have 
ſacrificed to the Graces ſufficiently to be 
good company for a long time toge- 
ther. 

We will now therefore proceed to diſ- 
ſect the curious morſels of ſyſtematical 


excellence, which the author of the Con- 
feſſional has diſhed up to us in the con- 


cluſion of his advertiſement. 
The firſt courſe of this entertainment 
is to be a collection of thoſe fixed and 
fundamental points, in which all ſerious 
and ſincere Proteſtants of every denomi- 
- nation are unanimouſly agreed, Now, in 
order to our becoming maſters of theſe 
important opinions, it will be extemely 
neceſſary (in my way of thinking) to find 
out the owners of them; to aſcertain 
ſome deſcription by which the ſaid ow- 


ners 


L4) 
ners may be diſcovered; ſome criterion 
which may dire& our choice in enquiring 
after them. For, though the terms ſo 
rious and fincere carry a very clear and 
intelligible meaning with them in the 
common intercourſe of life, yet their ſig- 
nification fluffuates, I am afraid, ex- 
tremely in the vocabularies of controver- 
ſial religioniſts ; and aſſumes, camelion- 
like, a different tint, from the principles 
of each reſpective perſon through whoſe 


mouth the words paſs. A gentleman, in 


ſhort, whoſe brain is much heated with 
the fumes of polemical ſpeculation, ap- 
plies the character of /erzous and ſincere, 
I believe, invariably to thoſe only who 
fquare with him in his theological con- 
ceptions. Hence it comes to pals, that 
thoſe honourable appellations are ſome- 
times liberally beſtowed, by is own 
party, on that very identical perſon, 
whom the reſt of mankind look upon as 
no better than a ſhallow-pated dupe, -or 


a deſigning knave. The ambiguity, with 
which 
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which very common familiar words are 
liable to be clouded by the partiality of 
controverſial definitions, is remarked by 
Mr. Pope in his Eſſay on Man, Ep. iv. I. 
134. 


A kingdom of the juſt then let it be; 

But firſt conſider, how theſe juſt agree. 
The good muſt merit God's peculiar care; 
But who, but God, can tell us who they are ? 


But to cut off the embarraſſment, 
which odious refinements and diſtinctions 
of this ſort would neceſſarily bring upon 
the author of the Confeſſional, we will 
ſuppoſe the coaſt quite clear of all anta- 
goniſts; and that the parliament (in con- 
ſequence of his petitioning it in due form} 
has granted him an excluſive power of 
explaimng his two adjuncts, and of mo- 
delling their ſignification by the ſtandard 
of his own ideas. That he is authorized 
alſo to hunt for thoſe, who may deſerve 
to be dubbed with ſuch reſpectable epi- 
_ wherever he can find them: to 


ran- 
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ranſack, in ſhort, promiſcuoufſy every 
Chriſtian ſet, that has ever been em- 
bodied under a known chief, or knit to- 
gether by one common name; and to 
ſele& choice ſpirits (without . favour or 
partiality) from amongſt the Moravians, 
Muggletonians, Sweet-ſingers, Anabap- 
tiſts, Quakers, &c. &c. It will be need- 
leſs to obſerve, that the author of the 
Confeſſional's principles“ will naturally 
lead him to diſregard the trite vulgar diſ- 
tinctions of learned and illiterate; and to 
ſouce, of courſe, indifferently, on ſcho- 
lars, plowboys, clergymen, and ſhoe- 
blacks, 

Now when he has, on theſe max- 
ims, marked out in every ſtate a /ele# 
committee of favorite religioniſts ; when 
he has traced (by ſome means or other) 
the name, pariſh, and place of abode, nat 
only of each well-educated, but alſo of 
every the moſt humdrum Proteſtant 


See Extract No, I, Paragraph 1, 
"1 friend, 


= 


friend ; the next thing, I imagine, that 
he will think upon, will be to deviſe 
ſome expedient for collecting their. opi- 
nions. Suppoſe then he were to ſend com- 
miſſioners about, with ink-horns hang- 
ing at their button-holes, like exciſe- 
men, to take down in writing whatever 
each reſpective member“, of the great legiſ- 
lative body before mentioned, might be 
pleaſed to dictate. No. This plan will 


* Some readers will perhaps ſay to me, what 
occaſion is there to ſend the author of the Con- 
feſſional upon ſo difficult and fruitleſs an errand, 
as that of queſtioning a large and numerous ſet of 
people, one by one, when he may diſpatch his bu- 
ſineſs ſo much more expeditiouſly in the groſs, by 
having recourſe to the public confeſſions of dif- 
ferent churches, which compreſs, as it were, the 
Opinions of ſcattered individuals into one common 
focus? To this I reply, that from the exceſſive 
ill-opinion which the author of the Confeſſional 
expreſſes of theſe compoſitions (fee Extract, No. 
IV.) I infer, (as I think with certainty) that he 
would not chooſe to rely on their authority in ſo 
material a tranſaction. For (if we may believe 
his character of them) they would undoubtedly be 
no better than Iriſh evidence in the affair, 
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not do, The magiſtrates might in /ome 
places, and that part of the inhabitants, 
(who were at all hackneyed in the ways of 
men) would every where probably object 
to the viſits of theſe religious ſecretaries; 
through apprehenſions that they might 
take an opportunity of gauging the 
pockets, as well as principles of thoſe, 
to whom they procured acceſs. The 
only contrivance, therefore, which oc- 
curs to me, for raking together the deſired 
miſcellany of theological dogmas, is to re- 
queſt each ferious and fincere Proteſtant, 
that he will. immediately tranſmit a ſum- 
mary of his faith, by letter, tothe au- 
thor of the Confeſſional. But here it 
muſt be obſerved, that however cordial 
and homogeneous the author of the 
Confeſſional's moſt Chriſtian friends may 
be in other particulars, they will ſtill 
(when conſidered with reſpe& to the ta- 
lent of writing letters) neceſſarily fall into 

| two oppoſite diviſions ; one conſiſting of 
thoſe ſerious and ſincere Proteſtants who 
can 
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can read and write; and the other of 
thoſe ſerious and fincere Proteſtants who 
poſſeſs neither of thoſe accompliſh- 
ments. Now with this latter claſs 
of men I would really, as a friend, not 
adviſe the author of the Confeſſional to 
have much to do. Since (even if they 
could procure amanuenſes) they might 
{till be at a loſs in the affair of expreſſing 
and expounding their opinions, or might 
happen (which would be a fatal ſtroke) 
to have no opinions at all about ſome 
abſtruſe points, which the author of the 
Confeſſional might wiſh much to conſult 
them upon. 

Moreover, if any of them ſhould un- 
luckily retain a ſcribe who was addicted 
to waggery, might not ſuch ſcribe pro- 
ſtitute the ſacred truſt repoſed in him to 

the purpoſes of profane merriment ? For 
(being quite certain that what he wrote 
his employer could not read) he might 
eaſily be tempted to father ſentiments on 
his worſhip, quite foreign from thoſe 
1 D: #:>: which 
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which he in reality entertained, He 
might, for inſtance, repreſent a plain 
broad-brimmed Quaker as immoderately 
attached to the forms of propriety ; or, 
again, a ſtaunch Anabaptiſt extremely 
deſirous of having his children baptized 
in their mother's womb (which the doc- 
tors of the Sorbonne have pronounced to 
be a feaſible, and, in many caſes, an eli- 
gible practice): or, laſtly, he might 
make ahot-headed Reformer breathe mo- 
deration, and talk conſiſtently with him- 
ſelf, and common ſenſe. Now this diſ- 
tortion of their opinions would not only 
be a great hardſhip on the poor illiterate 
ſaints themſelves, whenever it actually 
befel them; but the apprehenſion of 
ſuch an accident (even where it had not 
really taken place) would naturally form 
a very material drawback on the fatis- 
faction, which their letters might other- 
wiſe afford to the author of the Con- 
feſſional. Would it not therefore be moſt 
adviſcable for the laſt-mentioned gentle- 
x eee n 
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man to renounce, at once, the correſpon- 
dence of theſe ignoramus's (however 
fraught with ſeriouſneſs and ſincerity.) 
And to crown his circular letters with a 
caution of this ſort (a hint of which may 
be derived from the news-papers.) N. B. 
None but principals will be treated with ; 
that is, none but ſuch who, whether 
their ideas on religious topics be intel- 
ligible or not, poſſeſs the faculty of 
cloathing them with intelligible legible 
hand-writing. This therefore, and all 
other preliminaries being adjuſted, we 
will pleaſe our fancies with a notion, that 
the author of the Confeſſional is in poſ- 
ſeflion of all the religious information, 
foreign as well as domeſtic, that he can 
poſſibly defire—that he has received large 
bales of theology from every corner of the 
world—that he has analyſed their ſu- 
blime contents—and finally, that having 
brooded over theſe precious communica- 
tions for a decent time, he has at laſt 
hatched a little Code of Univerſal Divi- 

nity, 
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nity, adapted to all times and places: and 
which may be ſubſcribed by perſons of 
every age, ſex, and condition; without 


either confinement, let of buſineſs, or 
loſs of time. 

Now, therefore, having attended the 
author of the Confeſſional through one 
half of his egregious projet, I will 
expreſs a wiſh, that ſome one, more ſkilled 
in the ſcience of ways and means, would 
lead him by the hand through the re- 
- maining moiety : which, though it may 
perhaps coſt my readers leſs time and 
patience while under review, will, I am 
afraid, turmoil the author of the Con- 
feſſional with inſuperable difficulties in 
the courſe of its execution. For though 
we may imagine the utmoſt ſweetneſs of 
concord to have been produced amongſt 
all ſerious and fincere Proteſtants by the 
efficacious panacea-like energy of thoſe 
all- pleaſing doctrines, which the author 
of the Confeſſional has juſt now collect- 
ed; yet (ſorry am I to ſay it) this glo- 
6 rious 
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rious ſtate of harmony is likely to be diſ- 
ſolved; and the amiable religioniſts 
(whom, from finding themſelves all un- 
animouſly feaſting on the ſame diſh, we 
may ſuppoſe to be in perfect good hu- 
mour with each other) will, in all pro- 
bability, be irreparably embroiled, and ſet 
together by the ears, as ſoon as the 
propoſal for drawing a line betwixt Pro- 
teſtantiſm and Popery is introduced on 
the table. | | 

None, for . inſtance, of the numerous 
eccleſiaſtical fraternities (into which the 
reformed part of Chriſtendom is unhap- 
pily ſplit) correſpond in their notions on 
this particular, but have embraced ſyſ- 
tems relative to it, perfeRly disjoined from 
each other, and incapable of coalition. 
So that if any one was to go round the 
whole circle of them, and defire to be 
informed what was the true diſtinction 
between Popery and Proteſtantiſm, ' be 
would perhaps find his enquiry turn out 
a good deal like that deſcribed by Mr. 


Pope 


— — 
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Pope in the following lines: Eſſay on 
Man, Ep. ii. 1. 222. 


Aſk, where's the North? at York, tis on the 
Tweed ; 

In Scotland, at the Orcades ; and there, 

At Greenland, Zembla, or the Lord knows where. 


In fact, when the firſt reformers had 

broken looſe from papal bondage, they ( 
receded ſome to a greater, ſome to a leſs 

diſtance from the manſions of their old 

tyrant. Each party, therefore, having 

- choſen its own particular ſtation, and 1 
having contracted for it probably by this 
time, through the natural influence of 
habit, no ſmall degree of partiality looks 
upon it no doubt (however, it may ap- 
proach, in ſome parts, to the enemy's 
quarters) as the moſt eligible and com- 
fortable, that can be conceived. But, 
without loſing ourſelves in too large a 
field of enquiry, or inveſtigating too 
curiouſly the family-notions of each in- 
ferior ſect on this ſubject, we need 
only (in order to be convinced how the 
matter 
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matter ſtands) call forth any two indivi- 
duals, from amongſt the great leading 
Proteſtant bodies of Lutherans and Cal- 
viniſts, and alk them ſeparately, what, 
according to their notionz, conſtitutes 
true, genuine, eſſential Proteſtantiſm, in 
oppoſition to the errors and corruptions 
of Romiſh ſuperſtition ? 

The Calviniſt (we may eaſily foreſee) 
would, among other topics of declama- 
tion, moſt heartily damn and excommu- 
nicate certain ceremonies and decencies, 
which the Lutherans have adopted in the 
apparatus of their religious worſhip— 
would opprobriouſly ſtyle the'm all rags 
of Popery, and meretricious relics of the 
whore of Babylon—would freremptorily 
inſiſt, (his mouth perhaps foaming with 
rage, and his eye-balls nearly ſtarting 
from their ſockets) that it was the in- 
diſpenſable duty of every true Proteſtant 
to rid his houſe of ſv.ch carnal anti-ſcrip- 
tural furniture! aid to throw it once, 
without heſitation or delay (no matter for 
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the hapleſs pates of | paſlers-by), pell- 


mell into the ſtreets. 
To this angry exhortation the Lu- 
theran might perhaps reply (if he was 
not previouſly knocked down by his boiſ- 
terous brother), that to grace religion 
with ſome few circumſtances of modeſt 
ſplendor was a practice, in his opinion, 
very ſuitable to our magnificent ideas of 
the Divine Majeſty, Moreover, that the 


uſe of a few ceremonies, inoffenſive (to 


ſay the worſt of them), and inſtituted 


with very good intentions, could not poſ- 
fibly, according to his way of thinking, 
expoſe any one to the vengeance of an 
all-merciful Creator—And again, that it 
was ſurely not in the leaſt degree in- 
conſiſtent with true Proteſtantiſm to 
prefer the nervous melody of an organ, 
eſpecially in large buildings, to the more 
feeble trillings of a human wind-pipe. 
But arguments are a very unequal match 
for zeal; and ſeldom ſettle much be- 
tween exaſperated diſputants 


Here 
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Here then two parties out of the good 
company, who ſat down together fo ſo- 
ciably to the firſt courſe of this confeſ- 
ſion- making regale, would riſe up, bounce 
away from each other, and part—never 
to meet again, 

If, therefore, the author of the Confeſ- 
ſional ſhould ſtill be reſolved to make 
each of the parties contribute his ſcot 
towards eking out the gabel-end of his 
ſyſtem; there is no other method of 
doing it, that I can think of, but to in- 
terſe& the concluding pages of the vo- 
lume, or pamphlet, in which his ſcheme 
is publiſhed, with long ſtrait lines, like 
thoſe in a News-paper ; and to allow each 
party a ſeparate column, to diſplay thoſe 
opinions in which it looks upon as eſſen- 
tially charaCteriſtical of true Proteſtan- 
tiſm, +48 

But then, when I recolle& the doctrine 
advanced by the author of the Confeſſional, 
in his 56th page (which he ſtrongly 
enforces in the two preceding ones), that 
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no Proteſtant church hath a right to 
eſtabliſh any doctrine, but with the 
unanimous conſent of a/ the reſt, I am 
extremely apprehenſive that the tempo- 
rifing accommodating ſcheme, which I 
have propoſed, cannot be adopted : and 
that the author of the Confeſſional will 
never ſuffer his excellent eccleſiaſtical 
_ conſtitution, whoſe head, like that of 
Argus, ſtares every way, to have local pro- 
vincial tails grafted upon it ; and to wear, 
in one country, a handſome decent bag ; 
and in another a mean, paltry, ragged 
queue. This variable ſyſtem, I ſay, of 
fluctuating Proteſtantiſm would certain- 
ly greatly contradi& and ſhock the au- 
thor of the Confeſſional's nice ideas of 
hair-breadth uniformity. 

What then remains to be done (in or- 
der to gratify the author of the Confeſ- 
ſional's rage for eccleſiaſtical preciſion) 
but to ſlice off (tell it not in Gath!) the 
poſterior compartment of his divine plan ; 
and to fling it at once out of the win- 
| dow ; 
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dow; ſince an incurable taint has been 
given to it, by a bruiſe from the author 
of the Confeſſional's own hand. 

Having, therefore, thus given up (what 
it was impoſſible for me to maintain, con- 
ſiſtently with the author of the Confeſ- 
ſional's moſt favourite conceptions), I will 
further confeſs, that a malicious perſon 
might eaſily produce axioms out of the 
Confeſſional, at the fight of which, the 
whole of this formulary in embryo (or 
of any other fabricated by the author 
of the Confeſſional) muſt melt away, and 
be diſſolved; periſhing, like Brutus's 
unfortunate offspring, by the deciſions of 
its own parent. 

But zeal and controverſy have their 
infirmities, as well as all other things, 
for which allowances muſt be made. 
Nor will any candid: perſon, I dare ſay, 
think it right to diſturb a ſublime, re- 
forming genius too often, by the un- 
ſeaſonable intruſion of his own declara- 
tions. 
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As for my part (though at the begin- 
ning of this work I was inclined to view 
the circumſtance of the author of the 
Confeſſional's contradicting himſelf in a 
different light), I will own myſelf now 
to be convinced, that the author of the 
Confeflional fully intends (whatever may 
be the complexion and tendency of his 
notions in other places) to ſtand by the 
Advertiſement to his 3d edition, as his 
laſt, beſt work. In ſhort, I really be- 
| lieve, that this inveterate foe, this de- 
termined adverſary of all confeſſions, has 
a ſtrong inkling to be employed in patch- 
ing up a confeſſion r the benefit of his 
countrymen. 

Now, therefore, having, as 1 flatter 
myſelf, developed the author of the Con- 
feſſional's real ſentiments, however diſ- 
guiſed by the miſt of repugnant aſſertions, 
I will take the liberty (by his leave) of ap- 
plying to him a certain paſlage from his 
Confeſſional, in which he ſeems very 
happily, though perhaps undeſignedly, to 

| have 
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have deſcribed his own caſe. The paſ- 
ſage appears in his goth page; where 
(ſpeaking of the unhappy Remonſtrants, 
who underwent ſo much horrid perſecu- 
tion in Holland, on account of religious 
nonconformity) the author of the Con- 
feſſional launches into the following re- 
flexion, ** One would have imagined that 
this uſage would have cured the Re- 
% monſtrants of all good liking to con- 
« feſjions for ever. And fo perhaps it 
« did of their good-liking to a con- 
te feſſions but one of their own framing, 
© which Epiſcopius and his fellows actu- 
ally compoſed, ſubſcribed, and pub- 
« liſhed, in this ſtate of exile.” 

Now, altering only the characters of 


the drama, and a few immaterial 
ſions, we may, I think, preſerv 
ſenſe and ſpirit of this paſſage entire 
the author of the Confeſſional's own uſe; 
and venture to give it the following turn: 

One would have thought that the un- 
fayourable repreſentation (which the au- 
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thor of the Copfefſional has given, not 
only of all actual confeſſions now ſubſiſt- 
ing , but of the principles alſo + on 
which any future confeſſion can poſſibly 
be founded) would have cured the au- 
| thor of the Confeſſional of all good liking 
to confeſſions for ever. And ſo perhaps it 
did of his good liking to all confeſſions 
but one of his own framing, which the 
author of the Confeſſional actually 

| ſketched out, and publiſhed at the head 
of his moſt furious anti-confeſſionizing 


performance, 


* See Extract No, IV. 
+ Extracts No. I. No, II. No, III. 
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From the Third Edition of the 


CONFESSIONAL, 
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Digeſted under different Hzavs; with a 1 
TiTLE prefixed to each Drvis ox, inti- ll 
mating its CoxrExrs. | 


NoTEs CRITICAL are occaſionally interſperſed. 


N. B. The Quotations from different Pages | 
are claſſed under ſeparate Numbers. 


Detached independant Quotations from the 
fame Page are broke into diſtin Para- 
graphs, under one common Number. | 


DIFISIONE 


The Doctrine of Confeſſions in general, 
fundamentally undermined. 


NUMB. I. 


PARAGRAPH 1. There is indeed no- 

thing more evident than that every 
Chriſtian hath a right to ſearch the 
Scriptures; a right which he cannot 
transfer, either to any church, or to any 
fingle perſon, becauſe it is his indiſ- 
penſable duty to exerciſe it perſonally 
for himſelf. And if it is his duty to 
ſearch, it mult alſo be his duty to deter- 
nine for himſelf; and, if he finds juſt 
cauſe, to diſſent from all the human 
eſtabliſhments upon earth. Conf. p. 34. 

PARAGRAPH 2. (This paragraph 
confiſts of a note, which appears in the ſame 


page, from whence paragraph 1. in this num- 
F-2 ber 


ES 3 
ber was taken ; the paſſage, upon which the 
note was written, may be ſeen in Numb. 
V. of theſe Extratts.) Honeſt old Rogers, 


by the church which hath authority in 
controverſies of "faith, underſtands not only 


the aggregate body, but every member of 


found judgment in the ſame. Cath. Doct. 
Art. xx. Propoſ. 3. well knowing that 
every intelligent Chriſtian, with the 
Scriptures before him, is, upon Prote- 
ſtant principles, and in decrees of this 
nature, a church to himſelf. This leaves 
no room for biſhop Burnet's diſtinction 
between an infallible authority, and an 


authority of order, which laſt, he faintly 


infinuates, might be ſafely intruſted 
with the body of the clergy. But his 


pk lordſhip, to do him Juſtice, qualifies: this 


with a prov iſo, that this body is properly 
diſpoſed for the province. Perhaps it 
might be as difficult to find ſuch a body 
of men, as to find fingle perſons without 
miſtakes. Conf. p. 34. 


7 Remarks 
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Remarks on the Paſſages of the Confeſſional 
quoted in Numb. I. 


In the author of the Confeſſional's note (which 


compoles paragraph 2. of Numb. I.) it is required, 
as a qualification for making a man a church to him- 
ſelf, that he be intelligent : which implies of 
courſe, that a perſon, who is not intelligent, has 
no claim to that diſtindton. Would it be amiſs, 
therefore, to enquire; by whom are the underſtand- 
ings of Chriſtians to be meaſured on this occaſion ? 
What perſon, in ſhort, ſhall we empower to hx 
the mark of ſeparation between the churchiſts; and 
their weak brethren ? 

If we inveſt a warm zealous reformer with the 
office (the glabliſbed clergy, by the author of the 
Confeſſional's account of them in Numb. VI. 
Numb. VII. Numb, VIII. of theſe Extracts, are 
not fit to be truſted with ſo important a commiſ- 
ſion), we ſhall perhaps behold all the intelligent 
people in Chriſtendom reduced to a few heads ; 
and confiſting of thoſe only, who agree and ſympa- 
tize with the ſaid zealot in his religious dogmas. 

Again, if we ſuffer each individual to judge 
for himſelf in the affair, we ſhall inſtantly, I am 
afraid, obſerve the market overſtocked with men 
of abilities; and ſhall be over-run with huge 
droves of prodigious clever fellows, flocking in 


from every quarter, For we may, I think, ven- 


ture 
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ture to conjecture, that one man out of two, tak- 
ing the world throughout, is (to uſe the expreſſion 
of honeſt old Rogers) a man af ſound judgment: 
or (in the language of the author of the Confeſ- 
Gonal) an intelligent man, and fit to be a church to 


himſelf : or (to borrow an expreſſion from one of 


Mr, Foote's pieces) @ vaſt ſenſible man—in his 
own private opinion. 

Leaving, however, this point to be diſcuſſed 
hereafter, I will only remark for the preſent, that 
the doctrine of the author of the Confeſſional's 
note evidently interferes with, and encroaches upon 


| 1 the ſyſtem laid down in that identical paſſage * 


on which the note is compoſed, wherein it is 
aſſerted, * That the church has no right to eſta- 
ec blifſh any thing as a condition of Chriſtian com- 


| ©. munion, without the previous conſent of all 
ber members; that is to ſay, of all who, with- 


<« out that condition, would have a right to Chriſ- 
& tian communion.” Now it is obvious, that 
this definition of a judgmatical Chriſtian, or, in 
other words, of a, Chriſtian qualified to give ad- 
vice with regard to the erection of eccleſiaſtical 
eſtabliſhments, is far more wide and comprehrnſtve, 
than that which appears in the author of the Con- 
feſſional's note f. For ſurely, a man may be a 


good Chriſtian, and (which is the neceſſary confe- 


. . ® Bon the paſlage in Numb, V. of theſe Ex- 
tracts. | 
+ Numb. I, paragraph 2, 


quence 
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quence of his being ſo) a good member of ſociety; 
and ſo may (it is to be hoped) have à right to 
Chriſtian communion, without poſſeſſing a profound 
head-piece, or a great knack at reaſoning ſoundly. 
I would further wiſh to know, in what manner 
the author of the Confeſſional propoſes to recon- 
cile and accommodate the poſitions in his note to 
thoſe of another paſſage *, in the ſame page with his 
note, wherein he peremptorily and categorically 
decides, „That it is the indiſpenſable duty of 
& every Chriſtian (without the leaſt exception of Mr. 
or Mrs. Ignoramus) to ſearch the Scriptures, and 
« determine for themſelves.” But then the note 
ſeems very plainly to intimate, that ſome Chriſtians 
are not intelligent enough to diſcharge this office, 
'S The ſum total, therefore, of the maxims in both 
paſſages, when added together, will be this, that it 
is the indiſpenſable duty of ſome Chriſtians (thoſe 
not bleſſed with ſound judgments) to determine on 
1 topics, to the examination of which, (if we believe 
the inſinuations of the note, ) their capacities are 
unequal. Unfortunate predicament! So unfor- 
tunate indeed, that one can ſcarce conceive it liable 
to aggravation. And yet, upon looking into an- 
other corner of Paragraph 1, Numb, I. I find the 
wnintelligent part of Chriſtendom hampered with 
Freſh difficulties, For the right of ſearching the 
Scriptures, and determining for themſelves (which 
they are not intelligent enough, according to the 


* See Numb, I. Paragraph 1, 
note, 


Fa 


vote, to exerciſe perſonally) „ they cannot, ace 
*© cording to the aforeſaid paragraph, transfer to any 
* church, or to any fingle perſon.” Which laſk 
ſentence we may tranſlate, I ſuppoſe, into plain 
Engliſh thus: They muſt not adapt the opi- 
nions of any perſon or perſons whatever, in reli- 
© glous matters, or in what honeſt old Rogers 
«* calls controyerſies of faith,” Now if a man is 
not intelligent enough to be allowed the uſe of his 
own opinions on any ſubject, and muſt not borrow 
thoſe of his neighbours relative to it, the reſult will 
be, that on that particular ſubject he will ne» 
ceſſarily have no opinions at all. 

After all the vaſt labours then of the author of 
the Confeſſional, in the cauſe of religious indepen- 
dance; after his having cried aloud in fayour of it 
for ſo long a time together with an unſparing 
voice; after his having encountered every religious 
eſtabliſhment in Chriſtendom with as much perſe= 
verance, as Quixote did his windmills, all that the 
unintelligent members of Chriſtendom are likely to 
gain by theſe uncommom efforts is, the being able 
to ſay with reſpect to religion, (what the philo- 
ſopher ſaid with reſpect to knowledge in general) 
„We know nothing of the matter,” —And 
(what is worſe, gentlemen,) muſt, if you ob- 
ſerve the author of the Confeſſional's ſeveral direc- 
tions on this head [iterally, continue to knew nq- 
thing to the end of the chapter. 
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NUM B. II. 


The ſum of the whole matter is this ; 
lodge your church-authority in what 
hands you will, and limit it with what- 
ever reſtrictions you think proper, you 
cannot aſſert to it a right of deciding in 
controverſies of faith and doctrine; or, in 
other words, a right to require aſſent to a 
certain ſenſe of Scripture, excluſive of all 
other ſenſes, without an unwarrantable in- 
terference with thoſe rights of private 
judgment which are manifeſtly ſecured to 
every individual by the ſcriptural terms 
of Chriſtian liberty, and thereby con- 
tradicting the original principles of 
the Proteſtant reformation, Confeſſ. p. 
50. 


BT IY 


N U M B. III 


But whoever is required to aſſent to 
human interpretations of ſcripture, as a 
reſt of the ſoundneſs of his faith, is re- 
quired to adopt another rule of faith, ſub- 
ſtituted in the place of Scriptures; and is 
ſo far required to deſert the oz/y Proteſtant 
rule of faith, Conf. p. 444. 


Remarks on the Paſſage quoted in Numb. 3. 


The author of the Confeſſional declares in his 
advertiſement, p. xix. That he will never be 
& an enemy to an eccleſiaſtical conſtitution, cal- 
de culated to exclude thoſe only that hold the pe- 
ce culiar tenets that eſſentially diſtinguiſh all true 
ce Proteſtantiſm from Popery.” But pray, Mr. 
Author of the Confeſſional, when we have got 
our new eccleſiaſtical conſtitution, in what man- 
ner ſhall we be ſatisfied that any particular perſon 
does not hold Popiſh tenets, unleſs he explicitly 
renounce the corrupt expo/ſitions of Scriptural texts 
which have given birth to thoſe tenets : or, (which 
is equivalent) unleſs he aſſent to doctrines derived 
from Proteſtant explanations of the ſame texts? that 


iS, 


E 


is, in effect, unleſs he embrace certain human inter- 
pretations of Scripture, 

It ſeems very clear, therefore, that the practice 
of requiring aſſent to human conſtructions upon 
Scriptural paſſages, as a tef? of ſound faith, will ne- 
ceſſarily form an ingredient in that eccleſiaſtical 
conſtitution, which the author of the Confeſſional 
has vouchſafed to honour with the ſanction of his, 
approbation ! 


k 
& 


44 ] 


All Confefions, at this Time ſubſiſting, ex- 
ploded. | 87 


. 


For where is there one of theſe 
confeſſions which does not contain ſome 
very material deciſions, from which an 
intelligent Chriſtian, who has duly ex- 
amined the ſcriptures, may not reaſon- 
ably diſſent? I had almoſt ſaid, where is 
there one of them to which a knowing 
and thinking Chriſtian can aſſent in all 
points, without proſtituting his under- 
ſtanding and conſcience to the doctrines 
and commandments of men ? Conf. p. 


35. 


DIV. 


[ 63 


DIVISION III. 


Of the Perſons who have a Right to vote 
in choofing a new Confeſſion. 


NUMB. V. 


Eſtabliſbed confeſſions, being human 
compoſitions, muſt either be ſubject to 
examination by the private judgment of 
thoſe who profeſs (as all Proteſtants do) 
to make the written word their only rule 
of religion; or elſe the church muſt claim 
a right of interpreting the Scriptures for 
all her members, excluſive of the right 
of private judgment. The former of 
theſe principles manifeſtly precludes the 
right of the church to eſtabliſh any thing 
as a condition of Chriſtian communion, 
without the previous conſent of all her 
members; that is to ſay, of all who, 


without that condition, would have a 


right to Chriſtian communion. 


32. 


Conf. p. 


DIV TI. 


[46] 


DIVISION V. 


The Engliſb Clergy abuſed. 


. 


Theſe articles (viz. the Thirty Nine 
Articles } are till ſubſcribed by, at leaſt, 
one hundred of our miniſters every year. 
That above one fifth of this number do 
not ſubſcribe or aſſent to theſe articles in 
one uniform ſenſe, we have great reaſon to 
believe: and yet the avowed purpoſe of this 
general ſubſcription is to prevent diverſity 
of opinions. And, indeed, conſidering to 
,t ſorts of men this teſt is made indiſ- 
penſable, it is, I think, as much as can 
be expected, if another fifth ſubſcribe in 


any ſenſe, but the ſenſe they have of want- 


ing preferment in the church if they 
ſhould not. Conf. p. 45. 


O elegant writer ! 
O candid judge 
O excellent punſler ! 


6 NUMB. 


"1: 


NUM I VI 


— The doctrine of conforming to the 
prejudices, tempers, and conſtitutions, 
that we know to be among us, has clearly 
carried the vogue, and is now pretty ge- 
nerally adopted by the c/ergy. Conf. p. 


* 


NUM B. VIII. 


Though the Spirit of flumber ſhould 
have jeized the public for the preſent, 
the drowſineſs will in time be ſhaken off, 
and the hearts and underſtandings of 
paſtors and people opened, as one man, 
and prepared to receive thoſe truths, 
which at preſent are confined to the 
breaſts of a few, who, by the bleſſing 
of God, have found the means of emanci- 
pating themſelves from the bondage of 
fear, the idolatry of /ucre, and the en- 

chant- 


E 


chantments of worldly wiſdom. Conf. p. 
418, 


The author of the Confeſſional ſeems, by the 
blefling of God, to have ſucceſsfully emancipated 
himſelf from the enchantments of wiſdom. 


DIY I 


DIY IS8T1T0N F: 


The Majority of the Proteſtant . Laity re- 
viled. 


NU MB. IX. 


The follswing paſſage 1s a continuation of 
that quoted in No. IV. of theſe Extracts. 


I ſay, a #nowing and thinking Chriſtian; 
for he muſt have conſidered the caſe be- 
fore us very ſuperficially, who does not 
perceive, that the adherence of ſuch 
numbers to the peculiar doctrines of the 
church from which they receive their de- 
nomination, and even to ſome doctrines 
common to the Creeds and confeſſions of 
all churches, which call themſelves ortho- 
dox, is owing to their zgnorance, their in- 
dolence, their ſecularity, which are known 
to be the unhappy circumſtances of the 
common people, all over the Chriſtian 
world. 


H Re- 


18 1 


Remarks. 


One ſhould naturally imagine, that gentlemen 
in the unhappy predicament above deſcribed, and 
labouring under the infirmities of ignorance, indo- 
lence, ſecularity, and early prejudices, would be rather 
unqualified for giving judgment in controverſies of 
faith, where intricate ſpeculative topics. are every 
now and then brought into debate, And yet (ac- 
cording to the author of the Confeſſional's doctrine, in 
Numb, V. of theſe Extrafts) all members of the 
church who have a right to Chriſtian communion 
(and ſurely the author of the Confeſſional has no idea 
of excluding all the common people in Chriſtendom from 
the privilege of Chriſtian communion purely on account 
of their unhappy intellectual failings ! this would be 
heaping © afflifttion upon affliction) have a right to 
ballot, whenever a new confeſſion is can vaſſed for; 
and caanot, conſiſtently with the author of the Con- 
feſſional's principles, (though they may be thought 
by ſome people perhaps to reſemble the rotten bo- 
roughs, in our Britiſh conſtitution) be disfran- 

chiſed, | 
In the mean while, till they have an opportu- 
nity of exerting this important claim at the ge- 
neral election of a new confeſſion, let them pleaſe 
themſelves with reflecting, that (according to the 
* axioms laid down by the author of the Confeſſional, 
in Numb, I. Paragraph 1. of theſe extracts) they 
| have 


10 


4c have a right to ſearch the Scriptures—that it is 
f too] their indiſpenſable duty to exerciſe this right 
<« perſonally (if they can read) for themſel ves. 
% And that, if it is their duty to ſearch, it muſt 
&« alſo be their duty to determine for themſelves,” 

What hopeful determinations may we not ex- 
pect upon abſtruſe points of divinity from igusrant, 
indolent, ſecular, early-prejudiced plebeians ! 
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